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The issue

The development of children'’s palliative care services in
the UK has happened inconsistently across the country,
and the various caregiving organisations don't always
work together. This means that even children with similar
needs may receive different services at different times
depending on where they live. Managed clinical networks
- formalised groups of health staff and organisations who
work together - have been recommended as a solution.
These networks have been introduced successfully

for other patient groups, but there is little evidence
about how they work in children’s palliative care.

The research

This study aimed to understand what can help managed
clinical networks for children’s palliative care work well,
and what can hinder this. The study interviewed 45 staff
involved in one regional established network in England to
explore their perceptions and experiences of the network.
Staff either had a role in developing the network or
worked for an organisation that was part of the network.

The outcome

Having a paid member of staff who coordinates the
network, enthusiastic individuals who lead the network,
and clear ways for staff to get involved, were all factors
that helped the network to become established and share
best practices. However, key barriers made it difficult for
the network to assess and improve children's palliative care
across the region. These included limited funding, difficulty
sharing information, and the lack of standards and evidence
for children’s palliative care. These barriers are likely to
impact other managed clinical networks for children’s
palliative care and limit their ability to ensure all children
have access to the care they need.
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